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KidsVoice is a non-profit agency that advocates in court and in the community to ensure a 
safe and permanent home for abused, neglected, and at-risk children in Allegheny 
County.

We work with youth from birth to age 21 on dependency matters, and our Expansion 
Team can work with youth until age 25 regarding various legal issues and connections to 
resources.  Our new 2-Gen program works with former KV clients who are expecting 
and/or parenting.

We utilize a multidisciplinary team model – every client has a “case team” comprised of 
an attorney and a social service professional (child advocacy specialist, or “CAS”).



KidsVoice 
Expansion 

Team

▪ The Expansion team at KidsVoice works with 
current and former dependency clients up to the 
age of 25

▪ The team is comprised of five attorneys, two 
child advocacy specialists, and support staff

▪ Many of the clients who we serve have aged out 
of foster care and have few supports

▪ Our primary goal on the Expansion team is to 
help our clients overcome barriers to education, 
employment, medical care and housing



Representation 
in summary 

cases at the MDJ

Expungement of 
juvenile and 
adult records

SSA

Office of 
Developmental 

Supports

Two Gen 
Program

Workforce 
Development



Independent living support

Homeless youth advocacy

Medicaid appeals

Credit/Identity Theft

Public benefits

Name changes



Guardianships

PennDOT—drivers license issues

ChildLine appeals

Cold Calls/Info – 
info@kidsvoice.org 

mailto:info@kidsvoice.org


Case 
Studies

▪ Raven: Age 24

▪ Olivia: Age 23

▪ Aaliyah: Age 20

▪ Layla: Age 21

▪ Charlie: Age 21



Prenatal appointment

Notes reflect some concern about healthy life choices; doctor urged 
her to stop smoking and make sure she takes prenatal vitamins

Raven confused about next steps



Medically-challenged 6 m/o

Intellectual disability

Couch surfing

No phone

Public benefits/SSI

Overwhelmed!



3-year-old child with epilepsy

Seizures do not seem to be controlled; new 
medication?

Olivia concerned about side effects



Pending eviction

Driver’s license issues

No employment

Difficulty understanding medical issues 

Public benefits/SSI

Overwhelmed!



Several years behind

Showed up 40 minutes late

Aaliyah is guarded and not forthcoming



Living in a shelter

Being taken advantage of by mother

Intellectual disability

No services or supports

Victim of SA

Overwhelmed!



Layla; profound intellectual and physical 
disabilities

Charlie; TBI          MH/BH

Who can consent for treatment?



Health Care Representatives

Advance Directive/POA

Supported Decision Making

Guardianship



Individual is more than what you see in the office

So many decisions to make each day; food, 
housing, childcare – medical/MH is often last

Who else is involved? Where would you turn if you 
needed help? Can we open a dialogue? 



How do you prioritize your needs?

How can medical/MH professional inform those 
priorities?

Listen!



Patient/Consumer: Comprehensive treatment that 
is more likely to be followed

Professional: More complete understanding allows 
for realistic treatment plans

Costs! Fewer ED trips; Faster recovery from illness 



How to 
Collaborate

▪ Just ask!

▪ Releases/limited releases

▪ Community Health Workers

▪ Treatment team meetings

▪ Treat the “whole person”

▪ Develop/streamline referral sources
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412-391-3100

Thank you!
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